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a science of Socialism. But the emphasis on economic
determinism made a teleology out of his essentially
scientific view of history. The socialist society was not
to be created by men; it was to result automatically and
inevitably from the operation of the forces of produc-
tion: it was to be a necessary product of historcial de-
velopment. Marxian Socialism claimed the objectivity of
science on the ground that, given a knowledge of the
laws of history, one could predict with certainty that the
capitalist society would give birth to the socialist new
order. Marx claimed to have discovered those laws. But
no Laplace of social science followed its Newton. Marx
himself proved to be a false prophet.

Nevertheless Marx was not the dry-hearted mathe-
matical prophet of history as he has been celebrated by
his followers. He was a passionate Humanist; and, with
a burning faith in revolution, he was also a romanticist.
The idea of revolution is a romantic idea, because it pre-
supposes man's power to remake the world in which he
lives. If purposeful human effort is left out of account,
social development becomes a mechanistic evolutionary
process, making no room for sudden great changes and
occasionally accelerated tempo. As the prophet of revo-
lution, Marx was a romanticist. He proclaimed his
faith in the creativeness of man which, accelerating the
process of social evolution, brought about revolutions.
Marx being a Humanist, the force of his theory of revo-
lution was its powerful moral appeal. Even his critics,
who do not depart from objectivity, honour Marx for a
passionate search for truth and intellectual honesty.